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defensive than aggressive in its intention. Without this transference of sovereignty, they held it impossible to transmit to their descendants the self-government they had received from their ancestors.
" The question in dispute between us and the King's party/' says Ludlow, " was, as I apprehended, whether the King should govern as a god by his will and the nation be governed by force like beasts ; or whether the people should be governed by laws made by themselves, and live under a government derived from their own consent/'
Only the sword could decide. On July 4th, Parliament appointed a Committee of Safety ; on July 6th, they resolved to raise ten thousand men ; on July 9th, they appointed the Earl of Essex their general. The King set up his standard at Nottingham on August 22nd.
